
 
 

Planning Commission Minutes   
Wednesday, January 4, 2023 at 7:00 PM   

 
 

 
Commission Chair Booher called the meeting order at 7:00 pm. 

Roll Call: Planning Commission Chair: Steven Booher; Planning Commissioners: Kenny Renner-Singer, Drew 
Foulk, Angie Harrison, Colin Forsyth, and Alison Miller.  

Public Present: Brian, Linda C., Paula Strozyk, Scott Schimelfenig, Rhona Baron 

Council Present: Sharon Waters 

Staff Present: Lilith Vespier, Community Development Director; Maggie Boles, Senior Planner 
Appointment of Chair: The Commission unanimously appointed Steven Booher as Chair for 2022. 
Review and approval of Minutes: Motion to approve minutes for the December meeting by Commissioner 
Harrison; seconded by Commissioner Renner-Singer. Motion carried by all.  
Review of 2022 Work and Calendar for 2023: Vespier provided a brief recap of the 2022 PC work, 
indicating there were fewer meetings than 202, and a total of six hearings. A joint meeting with the City 
Council will be held on January 24th for review the 2023 docket. 
Commissioner Miller requested going back to two meetings per month to get more accomplished in 2023. 
Vespier responded that the docket should get settled first and then look at possibly March or April to begin 
bi-monthly meetings, if needed. Renner-Singer recommended getting input from the Council before moving 
forward with adding meetings to the schedule. 
Draft 2023 Planning Commission Docket – Vespier reviewed the list of potential docket items for 2023. 
Current list is not in order by priority. This includes (but is not limited to) the following: 

• Allowing composting facilities in the Commercial zones (currently only allowed in Industrial zone). 
Miller asked Vespier to clarify if composting facility would be a new use in the use chart or if it 
would be combined with recycling center. Vespier indicated it would be a new use with new 
definition. 

• Inclusionary zoning (mandating affordable housing as part of larger developments). 
• Noncompliant building requirements – Allowing nonconforming structures to be converted into 

other uses? (i.e., nonconforming garage into ADU). 
• Comp Plan/UGA boundary expansion – Work is currently being done by a consultant. Discussed 

population growth projections.  
• Parking – from previous docket 
• Bed & Breakfast density – from previous docket. One block in town has 3 B&Bs, and one 

forthcoming (Ash St). It was noted that the County has regulations for short term rentals, which do 
not apply to the city. 

• RV Parking/Campground – KOA is requesting code clarification 
• Sustainable tourism – from last year 



• Detailed review of conditional use permit criteria. 
Discussed the excel review sheet for the 2023 Docket. Vespier will send this out to the Commission 
ahead of the Jan 24th joint meeting with the Council.  
Vespier indicated triplexes and townhomes must be reviewed and evaluated before the next 
comprehensive plan update, per state law. 
Renner-Singer asked for clarification regarding the process for prioritizing the docket. Vespier clarified 
that the Commission will chose their top 5 and the Council will do the same. This will create dialogue 
and the Council will ultimately make the final decision on the docket. 

The Commission opened the floor to public questions and comments. Discussion ensued. 
Vesper clarified that the public can provide input on the docket until the hearing on the 24th. The docket 
may be amended, at the direction of the Council, in June. 

Parking Requirements  
The Commission reviewed proposed changes to LMC 14. 

• Parking lot standards: 
o Discussed establishing a threshold for parking lots. The Commission discussed requiring 

parking lot standards for commercial uses and multifamily developments with 5 or more 
units. Commissioner Renner-Singer noted that for triplexes and cottage housing, the 
parking lot standards defeat the purpose of the residential neighborhood feel. 

o Vespier noted she will come back to this with changes/updates as discussed. 
o Discussed adding a reference to standard details instead of the graphic for paving 

requirements. 
• Underground parking standards 

o Chair Booher noted that some standards may be noted in the International Building Code 
(IBC) and may not need to be referenced in the zoning code (eliminate redundancy). 

• Parking lot landscape requirements 
o Discussed clarifying language for when landscaping is required. 
o Code Section (H)(5) – Commission discussed removing the requirement for all areas not 

covered in structures to be maintained in grass, and instead, requiring those areas to be 
landscaped or gravel. 

• Utility development standards 
o Discussed removing chart and referencing adopted standard details. 

• Road standards 
o The Commission discussed fire apparatus road standards, and flag lot standards; 

specifically, the following: 
 Remove “access to the residence” from subsection (A). 
 Update the picture to reflect true flag lots (with road frontage). 

Code Clarifications 
The commission reviewed code amendments, including:   

• Definitions – Moving definitions to Chapter 21.90, Common Definitions, and defining suite, hotel or 
motel.   



• Conditional Use Permit B&Bs – Returning a limit of 3 bedrooms to the code and eliminating 
requirement for commercial standard parking. 

 
Open Discussion Items: 

• Rhona Baron provided comments regarding the parking standards and requested clarification on 
the basis of 5 or more units requiring the parking lot standards vs. residential standards. Baron also 
requested that reduction/limitation of impermeable surfaces (green management plan) be added to 
the 2023 docket. Discussion ensued. 

Future Meetings: Next meeting will be a joint meeting with the Council on Tuesday, January 24th, at 6:30 
pm. 

Adjournment:  With no further items on the agenda, Commissioner Harrison moved to adjourn the 
meeting at 9:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Maggie Boles, Senior Planner 


