
 

 

Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, October 6, 2021 at 7:00 PM 

 

Open of the Meeting: Andy Lane, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm 

Roll Call (Planning Commission): Andy Lane, Steven Booher, Angie Harrison, Colin Forsyth, and Alison 
Miller and Pete Olson; Kenny Renner-Singer (absent) 

City Staff: Lilith Vespier, Development Services Manager 

Council Present: Sharon Waters; Zeke Riester  

Community Present, as identified on Zoom: Aria Knutson, Bob Fallon, Gary’s I-Pad, Kim Tobiason, Linda C, 
Marty, MaryPat Barton, Michael, Paula Strozyk, Scott Schimelfenig, Suzanne Vanderwerff, Kelly’s I-Pad, Judy 
Winkelmann, Celeste & Kurt, Michele Flood, Ann Crosby, Duane Goehner, Amy Summer, Brian Richter, Jwing, 
Paula Koehler-Martin, Keegan & Owen, Steph, Deb Jahnke, Heather, Teresa Luttrell and one individual identified 
by a phone number.  

 

Review and approval of Minutes: September 1, 2021 meeting minutes were reviewed. Commissioner Forsyth 
motioned to approve; Commissioner Olson seconded. Motion carried by all. 

Introduction Statement: Chair Lane addressed the group and gave a summary of the Planning Commission and 
its responsibilities.  He addressed several misconceptions and misrepresentations about the current Planning 
Commission work.  

Housing Recommendations: Ms. Vespier noted that the proposed code amendments have been separated by out 
to reflect each Housing Action Plan recommendation. The goal of the meeting is to determine which items would 
be addressed at hearing(s) in November.  

 

Proposed conversion of RL-12 and RL-10 to RL-8 

Ms. Vespier reviewed the packet material. There was discussion about the number of lots this may 
provide. The Planning Commission requested this item be on the Public Hearing in November.  

Proposed conversion of RL-6 to RL-3 

There were two options – changing all RL6 to RL3 or changing the historic plats which included 3,000 
square foot lots into the RL3 zone. The Planning Commission is split on this item (as was the public 
comment) and decided to continue the discussion but not include this as a hearing item in November. 
Concerns related to density, setbacks, snow falling from roofs, and a desire to clarify what the goal.  

Remove Duplex Lot Size Requirements  

Ms. Vespier reviewed the concept of permitting duplexes in all zoning districts. The setbacks and lot 
coverage would not change with this item. The Planning Commission requested this item be on the Public 
Hearing in November. 

Triplex, Cottage Housing and Townhome Development in Residential Zones 

Ms. Vespier explained that townhomes were added to this discussion because of a change in state law 
(Engrossed HB1220). It will be required to be addressed moving forward. Discussion converting 
buildings to condominiums.  Chair Lane noted that the state law changed in 2019 which allow this for 
any building. Planning Commission noted that this item has not been discussed thoroughly and needs 
more time. Public comment stated concerns about multiple units on a lot. This item will continue to be 
discussed but not included as a hearing item in November. 



Maximum Building Size 

Ms. Vespier noted that this discussion transformed to a discussion about design as the majority of the 
Planning Commission was not interested on changing height, setback or lot coverage requirements. 
Discussion continued with the Planning Commission about the desire to continue discussing maximum 
building height. This item will continue to be discussed but not included as a hearing item in November. 

Hearing on the Comprehensive Plan 

With the proposal to create a new RL8 from RL10/12 and the City Council desire to change the Osborn 
site to Public Recreation, several elements and appendices will require updating. Additionally, staff 
would like to use this time to update some of the goals and policies and address reformatting. Due to the 
size and scope of the changes, the Planning Commission and staff agreed to host a Public Workshop 
October 27th at 7pm via zoom. As materials come available, staff will send drafts to the Planning 
Commission.  

Review of Affordable Low-Income Housing Incentives 

Ms. Vespier provided an overview of the Affordable Housing Incentive draft code. Discussion about the 
incentives focused on how to calculate density, alley access and parking. Staff will revise the draft to 
address the discussion. Staff requested this item be on the Public Hearing in November. 

 

Open Discussion Items 

Summary for the next meetings: 

October 27th - Comprehensive Plan Amendments Workshop  

November 3rd – Hearings:  

1. Comprehensive Plan Amendments 

2. Changing RL12 and RL10 to new RL8 District 

3. Changes to duplex lot size requirements 

4. Remained item (Ordinance 1589 – Development Standards – Tabled from June 11, 2019) 

5. Affordable Low-income Housing Incentives 

 

Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned by Chair Lane at 9:09 pm. 

 

(Meeting recording available on request) 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Lilith Vespier, Development Services Manager 

City of Leavenworth 

 


