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LEAVENWORTH CITY COUNCIL 
Study Session Agenda 

City Hall - Council Chambers 
May 11, 2021 8:30 – 12:00 PM  

8:30 – 8:45 Chamber Report 

This time is provided for a Chamber of Commerce representative to provide an update to the 
City Council on items of interest to the Chamber and City.  

There are no items included under TAB B. 

8:45 – 9:15 Wildland Urban Interface Building Codes 

This time is provided to review the draft Wildland Urban Interface Building Codes prior to the 
public hearing and request for adoption at the evening meeting. Fire danger for the City of 
Leavenworth has been discussed multiple times and is included in the Chelan County Hazard 
Mitigation Plan, adopted by the City in 2019. The development of WUI building code 
regulations was prioritized on the 2020 Planning Docket.  

The Fire District, Building Official and Planning Division have been working together to draft 
regulations that will best reduce fire risk. These regulations will apply to all new and remodel 
construction activities within the City. The regulations include: 

1. Roof Covering – class A rating required.
2. Eave, soffit and fascia protections – underside shall be protected by ignition-resistant

materials. Fascias would have a backside ignition-resistant material.
3. Gutters and downspouts – designed to prevent accumulation of debris (leaves).
4. Exterior walls – constructed with noncombustible or approve fire-resistant materials.
5. Replacement/Repair of siding – requirement for approved new construction materials

when replacing 50% or more within 12 months.
6. Underfloor enclosure – requiring underfloor areas to be enclosed to the ground.
7. Appendages and projections (such as decks and bay windows) – requiring construction

using noncombustible materials.
8. Vents – required to be designed and approved to prevent flame or ember penetration
9. Vent Location – located in a manner to reduce fire penetration.

Following the Planning Commission Hearing on April 4, 2021, the Commission unanimously 
voted in favor of adopting the proposed WUI codes. There was a request to clarify the second-
floor deck construction requirements. This request is addressed in the attached policy statement 
from the Building Official.  

TAB A
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The following item is included under TAB C: 
• WUI Code PowerPoint Presentation 
• Draft LMC 15.06 
• Building Policy Memo 
• Staff Report 

 
 
9:15 – 9:30 1939 Ford Firetruck and Bier Wagon/Harnesses – Museum Showcase 
 
Museum Board President Matt Cade, District #3 Fire Chief Kelly O’Brien, and former 
Councilmember and Museum Boardmember Margaret Neighbors will present to the Council a 
recommendation for the ownership, storage and future showcase opportunities for the City’s 
1939 Ford Firetruck.  In addition, President Cade will give an update on the potential option to 
consider also showcasing the City’s Bier Wagon and horse harnesses.  
 
The following item is included under TAB D: 

• Photos of Firetruck and Bier Wagon 
 
 
9:30 – 10:15 Shoreline Master Program Workshop Chapters 1 - 4 
 
This time is provided to discuss the Shoreline Master Program mandatory update. The City of 
Leavenworth is updating the 2012 Shoreline Master Program, as required by the Washington 
State Shoreline Management Act (SMA), RCW 90.58.080(4). The review ensures the Shoreline 
Master Program stays current with changes in laws and rules, remains consistent with other City 
plans and regulations, and is responsive to changed circumstances, new information and 
improved data. Additionally, the City will consider ways to streamline the regulations and permit 
processes.  
 
The Shoreline Master Program is both a comprehensive plan element and a regulating document 
for the lands within 200’ of the ordinary high-water mark or associated floodplain, known as the 
shoreline jurisdiction. For the City of Leavenworth that covers lands from the Golf Course 
downstream to the KOA campgrounds. The shoreline jurisdiction is managed by both the City 
and Department of Ecology. This governing partnership includes an optional joint planning and 
updating process which is being used for this update. 
 
The purpose of the memorandum is to summarize the proposed amendments which are detailed 
within the “Department of Ecology Periodic Review Checklist” and “DOE – Additional 
Amendments Checklist” documents available on the City website:  
https://cityofleavenworth.com/city-government/development-services-department/shoreline-
master-program-update/  
 
Generally, the amendments to the 2012 Shoreline Master Program included updates necessary to 
comply with changes in the State regulations – see Department of Ecology Periodic Review 
Checklist for each proposed amendment, and Additional Amendments, which include, but are 
not limited to:  

• Removal of references to WAC, RCW and the Old SMP (County document) were 
removed 

https://cityofleavenworth.com/city-government/development-services-department/shoreline-master-program-update/
https://cityofleavenworth.com/city-government/development-services-department/shoreline-master-program-update/
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• Housekeeping changes included: replacing the “City of Leavenworth” references to 
“Shoreline Administrator” as appropriate; grammar corrections, updating of text for 
readability and simplification of text; moved application requirements to Section 7; and, 
removal of references that did not apply to the City 

• Added reference to best available science 
• Updated Appendix B, Critical Areas, to match amendments made to the City regulations 

by Ordinance 1597, approved by the City Council in 2019 
• Removed or combined redundant regulations 
• Updated Shoreline Use and Modification Matrix (Use/Permit Chart) to reflect definitions, 

designations and community needs for permitting; including removal of mining and 
forest practices as a permitted use 

• Removed the requirement for written exemption letters for exempt activities 
• Removed several buffer reductions, to better fit the City shoreline conditions; also moved 

buffer and reduction tables to new location (SMP Section 3.4) to improve flow/use of the 
SMP 

• Prohibited new subdivisions within the channel migration zone 
• Required all new development to connect to City sewer – except recreational facilities 
• Simplified recreational development requirements 
• Simplified shoreline stabilization – new and repair, which includes maintenance; 

removed requirements for enlargement and replacement which will be reviewed as new 
• Removal of Section 5.21, Redevelopment, Repair and Maintenance which is covered 

within the SMP, including the non-conforming section 
• Added “pre-existing residential structures” to the non-conforming section to clarify how 

these may be maintained/repaired, replaced and/or enlarged 
• Streamlined other non-conforming regulations  
• Updated the duration/expiration of permit timelines for clarity  
• Updated definitions, removing terms that were unnecessary and modifying others to 

improve clarity or consistency with the SMP   
 
The proposed amendments will create consistency with the existing City and State regulations 
and/or the City policies which have been updated since 2012. 
 
During this workshop, staff will review the checklists and specific changes to chapters 1-4. 
Additional workshops will be provided, at the Council Study Sessions, to review other 
amendments in the Shoreline Master Program. 
 
The following item is included under TAB E: 

• Draft Leavenworth SMP 
• Checklist from Dept of Ecology 
• Checklist for additional amendments 

 
 
10:15 – 10:25 Front Street Closure 
 
The City Administrator shares with the Council input from stakeholders about the advantages of 
keeping Front Street as a pedestrian mall for 2021.  Front Street was originally closed in an effort 
to encourage social distancing and adhere to CDC recommendations.  As the COVID-19 
pandemic continues and in response to the Downtown community’s desire for consistency and 
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predictability, the City Administrator requests that the Council approves a proclamation that 
keeps Front Street is its present state, closed to traffic during the week with limited loading 
hours, until the day after Martin Luther King weekend in 2022.  
 
The following item is included under TAB F: 

• Proclamation 
 
10:25-10:35   Bees in City Limit 
 
In 2020, Mayor Florea asked the Council to consider allowing honey bees in City limits. 
Currently LMC 6.16.020 indicates that honey bees are prohibited animals.  The City 
Administrator offers parameters for a pilot program to allow honey bees in the City. Parameters 
for pilot program: 
 

1. Allow no more than 4 permits for the duration of the pilot program 
2. Implement pilot program from 1/1/2022 through 1/1/2025 
3. Apply needed conditions based on best practices from other jurisdictions 

 
If the Council agrees to these parameters, the City Administrator will prepare the necessary 
documentation to implement the suggested pilot program.  
 
The following item is included under TAB G: 

• NA 
 
10:35 – 11:00 Poplar Wetland Park Concept 
 
This time is provided for the Council to brainstorm ideas related to land owned on Poplar Ave. 
The city land contains a small portion of a larger regional wetland, extending in all directions 
from the City, into the County.  
 
One option is to develop a wetland park, similar to Clear Creek Trail in Silverdale, Washington,  
https://www.clearcreektrail.org/visit. Clear Creek is a large park area with managed by Great 
Peninsula Conservancy and was developed  
 
The following item is included under TAB H: 

• Map of Poplar Street Wetland 
• Poplar Park Initial Concepts 

 
 
11:00 – 11:50  Events 
 
The City Council asked the City Administrator to bring the presentation scheduled for the April 
30, 2021 retreat to the May Study Session.  This information is provided to address concerns 
about equity, lack of consistency and City contributions to some events.     
 
The following item is included under TAB I: 

• Presentation from 4/30/21 retreat.  (please obtain document from the Retreat package) 
 
 

https://www.clearcreektrail.org/visit
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11:50 – 12:00 Council Open Discussion / Public Comment Period 
 
This time is for the Council open discussion and public comments. 
 
There are no items included under TAB J. 
 


