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Keep  
Leavenworth 

Clean 
 

Spring has arrived 
and with that in 

mind, the City Coun-
cil would like to re-
mind the citizens of 
Leavenworth and 
the business com-
munity that we all 

have the responsibil-
ity of contributing to 

the public cleanli-
ness of the City.  

 
Let’s all do our part 

to keep our city 
clean and litter free.  

 
Last summer I announced that I was forming a “Housing Affordability 
Task Force” to study the housing shortage in our community and make 
recommendations for resolving some of our issues regarding both the 
availability of rental homes and home ownership here in Leavenworth. 
This group of dedicated volunteers has met monthly to discuss and come 
up with innovative ideas and has done some great work, including the 
recommendation for a study of our housing needs. So, the City 
contracted with BERK Consulting to perform the study, which is now 
completed and available for your reading pleasure. You can find it on the 
front page of our website under News and Notices at 
cityofleavenworth.com.  

I don’t think that there are any big surprises in the study which identifies 
that we have a shortage of both rental homes and purchase homes in 
the price range that would appeal to working families, but we now have 

good statistics to back up our assumptions. This will allow us to proceed with changes to our City 
Code that will ease the shortage. This could include higher density in some areas as well as 
potentially inventive ideas from our Council and Planning Commission.  Please take the time to 
read this document and comment to your City Council and Mayor. As always, we love to hear 
from you.  

 “A Minute with the Mayor”“A Minute with the Mayor”“A Minute with the Mayor” 
Housing Affordability Task Force 

Mayor Cheryl K. 
Farivar 

 
 
 
 
On January 24, 2017, the Leavenworth City Council reconfirmed the existing 
provision within the Leavenworth Municipal Code that prohibits overnight 
rental, less than 30 days in the residential zoned areas or unless allowed 
through a Conditional Use Permit to operate a Bed and Breakfast.  
 

In March 2017, the City contracted with Pacific Security to conduct investigations and surveillance 
to assist the City in code enforcement of the overnight rental prohibition. The City will also be 
establishing an Overnight Rental Complaint line (509) 436-7630 to field complaints. The recorded 
service will be monitored 24/7. 
 
While the existing provisions prohibiting overnight rentals have been in place since 1987, the 
City’s Planning Commission spent most of 2016 collecting evidence, taking public input, and 
listening to proponents and opponents of the existing provision. Their recommendations, which 
provided slight clarifications in the existing code language, and record 
were forward to the City Council for consideration, review, and 
eventual approval. The City’s stepped up enforcement actions will 
begin on April 1, 2017. Investigations could include undercover 
officers making reservations and bookings of properties illegally 
operating as an overnight rental in the residential neighborhood. 
Enforcement under LMC 21.13 could lead to a civil penalty ranging 
from $250 to $1,500 for each occurrence and misdemeanor charges                       
for repeated violations. 

Ho

Airbnb 

VRBO 
Short Term Rental Enforcement 
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Leavenworth  
Recycling 

  

 The City Recycling Center is 
located at 216 14th Street 
between the City Park Shop 
Building and the Public 
Works Building, across the 
street from the Community 
Cupboard. The hours of op-
eration are Wednesday from 
4:30 PM—6:30 PM and Sat-
urday from 11:00 AM – 3:00 
PM. The City Recycling Cen-
ter accepts flattened corru-
gated cardboard, aluminum, 
tin cans, and newspaper.  
 
Residents residing in the city 
limits may also dispose of 
clean yard waste at the recy-
cling center. Yard waste may 
either be loose or in paper 
lawn and garden refuse bags. 
No commercial or non-
resident use of the yard 
waste recycling will be al-
lowed. Proof of residence is 
required: a current City Utili-
ty bill which includes garbage 
service and either a State ID 
or Driver’s License.  
 

Depending on use, the City 
will explore areas for expand-
ing the recycling program to 
areas that are cost effective. 
Hours are subject to change 
for the spring, summer, and 
fall seasons. An attendant 
will be on duty to monitor 
use and ID verification. The 
City does use video monitor-
ing equipment at the location 
to prosecute any illegal 
dumping under LMC Title 8 
(8.48.030). 
 

 

Traffic… Congestion… Waiting for a light to change… Waiting for a parking spot… Waiting for 
your road to clear… Waiting for a left turn… Waiting… Is traffic waiting?  
 
Often when we discuss traffic it sounds like we are discussing the weather. This morning is 
sunny with clouds expected this afternoon. This morning the roads are clear with traffic delays 
expected this afternoon. 

The thing is, traffic is not like the weather. It does not happen to us. We create it. Traffic is 
people. Without people there would be no traffic. With people behaving differently, we would 
have different traffic. We are traffic. 

Consider this list:  

 how long we are willing to wait 
 how quickly we drive 
 how distracted we are 
 how confident we drive 
 how defensively or aggressively we drive 
 how many errands we combine vs. taking individual trips 

These are behaviors, characteristics and choices of each driver on the road. Each has 
consequences for how many cars are on the 
road, how fast they are going, how carefully 
they are going - which in turn has consequences 
for congestion and accidents. Traffic. 

So if we ARE traffic then we need to look no 
further than our own nose for solutions to 
traffic. While million dollar projects may offer 
some opportunities for transporting ourselves 
from one place to another, thinking about how 
and when we choose to drive may have a far 
greater impact. 

One WSDOT engineer said that as soon as they 
build another road or another lane, it is full of cars. People change their behavior to fill up the 
new road because they see it as an opportunity to drive more often. When they may have 
avoided the road or combined trips, they now have no incentive to do so. Traffic is no better 
off than it was before the new road. So not only may infrastructure improvements be more 
costly, they may often be less effective. 

I traveled to Bogota, Colombia in 2007 to study transportation. A professor turned politician, 
Antanas Mockus, had been mayor a few years before. He implemented a series of often 
hilarious strategies to change the behavior of drivers in his city, reducing traffic fatalities by 
50%. The tactics used were specific to Bogota, but the idea that traffic can change through 
behavior modifications alone is well understood through tactics like these. 

Let’s change how we think about traffic. Traffic is pretty specific to cars on the road. If we re-
frame our conversation from "traffic" to "transportation" we can talk about freedom of travel, 
which ultimately is why we all value our car so highly. When we talk about transportation, or 
freedom of travel, we can talk about buses, bikes, walking, trip patterns, and systems to 
organize these. When we just talk about traffic, we stick ourselves in a box with much fewer 
(usually more expensive) solutions. 

We Are Leavenworth 

The City of Leavenworth is working on two big transportation projects this year: 

 Transportation Plan update (along with all our long term land use plan updates) 
 Parking Study 

I hope you can get involved in these projects! We can have a better informed community and 
a better informed process that leads us to a better outcome for the future of transportation in 
Leavenworth. It will be hard to change our habits and the way we think about how we move 
through our town. But if, working together, we can define new modes, better flows and more 
effective habits, we can improve our experience moving in and around Leavenworth. 

We Are TrafficWe Are Traffic  

By Councilmember Mia Bretz 



Leavenworth Ale-Fest 
April 21—22  
Where: Leavenworth Festhalle 

 
The Leavenworth Ale-Fest is 
Leavenworth’s first beer 
festival. The inaugural 
festival took place back in 
April 2007. Since then, it has 
grown each year into what 
it is today. A fun event that 
inspires competition for 
breweries, food booths, and 
more. 

Most important, the Fest 
raised monies to benefit the non-profit Leavenworth 
Nutcracker Museum. An integral and very important part of 
the Leavenworth Community. 

www.leavenworthalefest.com 

Spring Festivals and Events 
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The City of Leavenworth’s Annual Spring Clean Up for single family residential house-
holds will take place this year from April 4th through May 11th. The city crew will pick 
up yard debris the same day household garbage is collected, at no extra charge. Please 
limit the bags to 4 per week; additional bags will be charged at $3.50 per bag. 

Leaves, pine needles, and other yard debris must be in the required recyclable paper 
bags. Plastic bags will not be picked up. The required recyclable paper bags are currently 
available at Marson and Marson Lumber, Dan’s Food Market, Cascade Auto Parts, and 
Simply Living Farm. They are also available at larger home stores in Wenatchee. We 
have moved to using the recyclable paper bags in an effort to keep the plastic bags out 
of the landfill; the recyclable paper bags are compostable along with its contents.  

Limbs must be cut into 4 foot or shorter lengths and tied with biodegradable twine into 
bundles. If there are large limbs, you are encouraged to cut them up and give them to 
someone for firewood.  

No furniture, appliances, dirt, rocks, sod, or building debris will be picked up. 

The Leavenworth Recycling Center that is located at 216 14th Street is also available. The hours of operation are Wednesday’s from 
4:30 – 6:30 p.m., and Saturday’s from 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. City Residents may also dispose of their yard waste at this location.  

Maifest 
May 13—14 
Where: Downtown  
Fee: No Charge 
 
The sun is out, the 
apple and pear 
blossoms are springing 
to life, and the 
wildflowers are 
bursting at the buds! It's time for our very Bavarian 
celebration of spring - Maifest!  

Join us downtown for a full weekend of entertainment 
including plenty of music, the traditional maibaum 
(maypole) dance, traditional German dance lessons and 
the Festzug (Grand March) on Saturday.  

www.leavenworth.org 
 

SpringSpring CleanClean--up is Coming Soon!up is Coming Soon! 

 

2017 Season Pool Passes on Sale Soon! 

Family Pass 
PRSA $150 / Non $190 

 

Individual Pass 
PRSA $90 / Non $120 

Senior Pass 
PRSA $60 / Non $75 

Day Use 
PRSA $4.00 / Non $6.00 

 

Day Use Senior 
PRSA $3.00 / Non $5.00 

Day Use Lap Swim 
PRSA $4.00 / Non $6.00 



City Project Update... 
Chumstick Multi-use Pathway and Water/
Sewer Extension: The Chumstick Multi-use 
Trail Water and Sewer Extension and Lift Sta-
tion Project is nearing a close. The trail portion 
was completed last fall and with the onset of 
spring , the addition of the sewer lift station 
components is underway. The control panel 
and auxiliary backup generator have been in-
stalled and will now be followed by the vault 
pumps, motors, plumbing and electrical. Final 
completion, inspections, testing and City ac-
ceptance is scheduled for late March or early 
April.  

 

Public Works Department “Springing” into 
Action: The snow is melting away and spring is 
in the air. City crews are busy beginning the 
tasks of repairing all that “Mother Nature” has 
thrown upon us. The City street sweeper will 
be out canvasing all of the city streets, remov-
ing trash, debris, and grit left by the receding 
snow banks. Park crews will be out, repairing 
the sledding hill and sprucing up the parks in 
anticipation of spring flower baskets and plant-
ers. Mailboxes will be repaired, pot holes 
filled, and curbs repaired and painted. Winter 
will soon be one big white memory. Let the 
festivals begin! 
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City of Leavenworth Mission Statement:  

The City of Leavenworth is a community of creative people dedicated, as partners, to effectively serving the diverse needs of 
City residents, business interests, visitors, and our upper Valley neighbors. 

Elmer Larsen Carolyn Wilson 
Mayor Pro-Tempore 

Gretchen Wearne Mia Bretz Margaret Neighbors Richard Brinkman Sharon Waters 


