
We are pleased to present to you this year's Annual Water Quality Report. This re-
port is designed to inform you about the quality water delivered to your home or 
business every day. Our constant goal is to provide you with a safe and dependable 
supply of drinking water. We want you to understand the efforts we make to con-
tinually improve the water treatment process and protect our water resources. We 
are committed to ensuring you the best quality of water. 
  
The City draws water from both Icicle Creek and wells near the Wenatchee River. 
The water we provide can be from either of these two sources individually, or a 
blend of both sources. We have a source water protection plan available from our 
office that provides more information.  

If you have any questions about this report, or concerning your water utility, 
please contact Arnica Briody, Leavenworth’s Water System Supervisor or call the 
Water Plant at 548-4235. We want our valued customers to be informed about 
their water utility. All actions regarding improvements to the Water System Plan 
and infrastructure are approved by the Leavenworth City Council. If you want to 
learn more, please attend any of our City Council regularly scheduled meetings 
on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.  
 
The City of Leavenworth routinely monitors for constituents (contaminants) in 
your drinking water according to Federal and State regulations. The tables includ-
ed in this report show the results of our monitoring for the period of January 1 to 
December 31, 2018. All drinking water, including bottled drinking water, may be 
reasonably expected to contain at least small amounts of some constituents. It's 
important to remember that the presence of these constituents does not neces-
sarily pose a health risk.  
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In 2018 and 2019, the 
City of Leavenworth 
has teamed up with 
Cascadia Conservation 
District to find ways to 
better preserve the 
City’s watershed, 
which is the source for 
our drinking water. 
This year, Cascadia 
Conservation was the 
recipient of a Depart-
ment of Agriculture 
grant. The grant funds 
are for the creation 
and installation of a 
new sign at the Snow 
Lake Trailhead. This 
sign is a beautiful visu-
al reminder of how 
our impact on forests 
can affect the water 
coming out of the fau-
cet. This year we are 
taking an extra fecal 
coliform water sample 
each month to see if 
there is a correlation 
with the people vis-
iting our watershed.  

C I T Y  O F  L E A V E N W O R T H  
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Definitions 

A N N U A L  C O N S U M E R  C O N F I D E N C E  W A T E R  R E P O R T  

The terms and abbreviations used in this report and in the following tables include the fol-
lowing:  
 
Non-Detects (ND) - laboratory analysis indicates that the constituent is not present. 

Parts per million (ppm) or Milligrams per liter (mg/l) - one part per million corresponds to 
one minute in two years or a single penny in $10,000. 

Parts per billion (ppb) or Micrograms per liter - one part per billion corresponds to one 
minute in 2,000 years, or a single penny in $10,000,000.  

Parts per trillion (ppt) or Nanograms per liter (nanograms/l) - one part per trillion corre-
sponds to one minute in 2,000,000 years, or a single penny in $10,000,000,000. 

Parts per quadrillion (ppq) or Picograms per liter (picograms/l) - one part per quadrillion 
corresponds to one minute in 2,000,000,000 years or one penny in $10,000,000,000,000. 

Picocuries per liter (pCi/L) - picocuries per liter is a measure of the radioactivity in water. 

Millirems per year (mrem/yr) - measure of radiation absorbed by the body. 

Million Fibers per Liter (MFL) - million fibers per liter is a measure of the presence of asbes-
tos fibers that are longer than 10 micrometers. 

Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU) – nephelometric turbidity unit is a measure of the clari-
ty of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just noticeable to the average person.  

 Action Level (AL) - the concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treat-
ment or other requirements which a water system must follow. 

Treatment Technique (TT) - (mandatory language) A treatment technique is a required pro-
cess intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water. 

Maximum Contaminant Level - (mandatory language) The “Maximum Allowed” (MCL) is 
the highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.  MCLs are set as close 
to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology. 

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal - (mandatory language) The “Goal” (MCLG) is the level 
of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to 
health.  MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. 

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG) - The level of a drinking water disin-
fectant below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect 
the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants. 

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL) - The highest level of a disinfectant allowed 
in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that the addition of a disinfectant is neces-
sary for control of microbial contaminants. 

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women 
and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with 
service lines and home plumbing.  The City of Leavenworth is responsible for providing high quality 
drinking water, but cannot control the variety of material used in plumbing components.  When your 
water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing 
your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned 
about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking wa-
ter, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking 
Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead. 
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Lead tests are taken every three years. The last test completed was June, 2017 and the results came back nega-
tive.  The next lead and copper test will be completed in June, 2020. 

2018 Water Quality Monitoring Results 

Historical facts: Most of Leavenworth’s water annual precipitation falls October 
through March as snow. The driest months are July and August. The water system 
relies on our mountain snowpack river melt, more than, spring and summer rain 
activity. (USDA 1968) 

The snowpack in the mountains reach depths of 10 to 20 feet in March and has a 
density of about 40 percent water. New snow is about 10% density and increases 
to about 40%  density as snow matures in the late spring. 

(Rhodus, USDA 1968) 



We are proud that your drinking water meets or exceeds all other Federal and State requirements. We 
have learned through our monitoring and testing that some constituents have been detected, although 
well within the range found acceptable by the Department of Health (DOH) and the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA). The EPA has determined that your water IS SAFE at these levels.  
 
All drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts 
of some contaminants.  The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a 
health risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects may be obtained by calling 
the Environmental Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791. 
 
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Im-
mune-compromised persons, such as, persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have 
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS, or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and 
infants may be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water 
from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection 
by cryptosporidium and other microbiological contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water 
Hotline 1-800-426-4791. 
 
Water quality regulations, testing, and record requirements are ever changing. This City has taken a pro-
active approach to both meeting and exceeding this dynamic process. We have determined that this ap-
proach saves our community money, which is reflected in the cost of operations.  

City Ordinance No. 1178 and Washington State Law WAC#246-290  

requires all Water Customers who have backflow assembly/s to test annually (June)  

and have the results sent to the City of Leavenworth.  

Thank you for your compliance. 


